Prior to Playing Video)- Information about “Hope Sunday’”
ying y

The Tuscarawas County Anti-Drug Coalition and T4C is again partnering with more local
churches across denominations to bring hope to communities impacted by increased issues
around mental health and drug addiction. As a nation, we have seen a significant uptick in
alcohol sales and suicides during the pandemic. In addition, in Tuscarawas county we have
experienced a 283% increase in drug overdose deaths in the first six months of 2020. Today,
coinciding with National Recovery Month, numerous churches will come together to recognize
“Hope Sunday.” Today is an opportunity to create awareness around areas of concern in our local
communities, and a call to action to our local churches and community members. As part of the
countywide event, Rove Creative Co. team, an extension of The Ezekiel Project, has created a
short video, “Looking Up,” that helps persons better understand the difficult issues that members
of our community are struggling with. The video encourages faith-communities and residents to
actively seek out, love and support those hurting and struggling.

The purpose of Hope Sunday is to encourage the body of Christ to intentionally reach out to the
broken, hurting, and addicted, create relationships, and love people into a place of wholeness and
Hope.

What if we saw this problem in front of us as an opportunity? An opportunity to be the light, to
offer the one true Hope, and to be the hands and feet of Christ in our hurting communities.

(After Video is shown) - We are called to love one another

John 15:17 says, “My command is this: Love each other” (NIV). If we follow this command to
love each other, no matter the person or their circumstances, imagine what a difference we could
make in someone’s life.

For people who struggle with addiction, Christ’s love, through us, can wash away

the shame many feel. Through loving others, we give the gift of hope for a better future. If the
lost and broken can feel the love of God through you or me, they can find the courage to look
beyond their pasts and see the value God has placed in them.

When we listen to God’s command and show the love we are all freely given, we can make a
positive impact on our whole community. We have the privilege of being the hands and feet of
Christ. We need to move our feet towards those in need, and we need to extend our hands to
every person affected by addiction.



